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Statutes of the Hannoveraner Verband e.V.

These Statutes requlate the Verband's activities as well as the breeding work of the Hannoveraner Verband, in the latter
case subject to specific provisions in the respective Breeding Programs.

The Statutes are composed of legal provisions governing associations as well as breeding provisions. Further detailed
provisions are included in the Breeding Programs, which do not constitute part of the Statutes.

Furthermore, the Hannoveraner Verband has established a Code of Conduct (“Good Governance”) which applies equally
to voluntary office holders as well as to full-time employees. It does not form an integral part of the Statutes but stipulates
the fundamental principles of responsible actions within the Verband.

The strength of the Hannoveraner Verband is the knowledge and commitment of its breeders. The structure of the Verband
offers various possibilities to become involved in the management and development of the Verband - in the Board, the
Committees and in the Supervisory Board. Appointment to these positions should take place in such a way that all
Regional Societies are represented appropriately.
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A Legal Provisions Governing Associations
A.1 Name, Registered Office and Financial Year
A.1.1. The Breeding Society bears the name Hannoveraner Verband, hereinafter also referred to as Verband. It is
registered in the Register of Societies. The registered office of the Verband is located in Verden (Lower Saxony,
Germany). The Verband's sign is the legally protected brand-mark of the Hannoveraner Main Studbook.
A.1.2. The financial year is the calendar year.

A.2 Purpose
A.2.1. The purpose of the Verband is the promotion and support of breeding and keeping horses in accordance with the
provisions of the Statutes as well as the respective Breeding Programs.

A.2.2. The Verband exclusively pursues purposes which are in compliance with these Statutes. Any profits are to be used
solely for purposes stipulated in the Statutes. The organs of the Verband work in an honorary capacity, members do
not receive any share in potential profits or any other form of contribution from the Verband's funds. The Verband,
furthermare, will not favor any persons through non-related administrative expenditures or disproportionately high
remuneration. The Verband finances itself predominantly by means of subscriptions and fees.

A.2.3. The objective of all breeding measures is to breed Hannoveraner, the Hannoveraner half-blooded race horse and
Rheinlander horses ("Rhenish Riding Horse"). The purpose of the Verband and the breeding aim are to be attained
in particular by:

1 organization and implementation of the respective Breeding Programs,

1 the keeping of the Studbooks according to the respective Breeding Programs,

1 advising members of the Verband on all questions pertaining to the breeding, keeping and feeding of horses,
the combating of ill-health etc.,

9 furtherance of sales of breeding and riding horses by means of suitable measures,

9 support and promotion of young breeders,

T the holding of auctions, licensings, performance tests, shows and supplying material for exhibitions.

A.3 Membership
The Verband has reqular and associate members.
A.3.1. Reqular members (Hannoveraner breeders)
These are natural persons, partnerships or legal persons of private or public law (for example groups of breeders).
These members are owners of at least one breeding horse registered in the Studbook of the breeds supervised by the
Breeding Society, and have their main place of business (in which the member's horse(s) is/are kept on a permanent
basis) in the geographical area where the Breeding Program applies and also participate in the Breeding Program of
their breed(s).

A.3.2. Associate members (Hannoveraner partners)
These are supporting members who support the aims and efforts of the Verband in a non-material or material way
without being breeders of horses of the breeds supervised by the Verband, or Hannoveraner breeders for whom,
following acquisition of membership, conditions according to A.3.1 of the Statutes cease to apply.

A.3.3. Young breeders
Hannoveraner young breeders can be children and adolescent persons between the ages of 8 and 21, without being
owners of a registered breeding horse.

A.3.4. Honorary members
These are persons appointed on account of having rendered extraordinary services to the breeding of the breeds
supervised by the Verband. Honorary membership can be held both by Hannoveraner partners and Hannoveraner
breeders.

A.4 Acquisition of Membership
Breeders with their main place of business within the Verband’s geographical area of activity, who fulfil the pre-
conditions for sound breeding work, are entitled to membership if they recognize the Statutes as well as the relevant
Breeding Program.
Membership applications are to be submitted to the Verband's Office in writing. Furthermore, membership
applications can also be submitted via other communication channels, if such channels are provided by the Verband
for this purpose. Legal persons and partnerships must submit their statutes with the application. In the case of
membership of legal persons or partnerships (for example groups of breeders), one person with sole right of
representation must be nominated to the Verband together with the membership application. Nomination is to be
submitted to the Verband in the form of a joint written declaration from all persons authorized to represent. If several
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owners share a breeding horse without being a group of breeders, only one owner can acquire regular membership,
as it is only possible to accept one membership per breeding horse. The other owners of this breeding horse have the
opportunity to acquire extraordinary membership. In such a case the owners of the horse decide who is to become an
ordinary member by means of a joint declaration submitted to the Verband in written form.

Decisions concerning new applications are taken by the Board. Whatever the cutcome, the applicant is to be informed
about the decision regarding acceptance or rejection in text form.

Honorary members are appointed by the Delegates Assembly on the basis of proposals made by the Board.

A.5 Loss of Membership

Membership terminates in the case of the following events or alterations.

1 Membership of natural persons ceases through death, membership of legal persons and partnerships when the
entity is dissolved. It is also possible to terminate membership. Notice is to be submitted at least in text form to
the Verband's Office. Furthermore, membership terminations can also be submitted via other communication
channels, if such channels are provided by the Verband for this purpose. Membership is to be terminated to the
end of the financial year.

1 The membership also terminates if the Board declares the exclusion of a member. The Board is entitled to
implement such a measure if a member is behind with payments, despite two reminders (the second reminder
being in writing with a reminder period of two weeks). A member can also be excluded from the Verband by
resolution of the Board, in the case of gross violation of membership obligations, fundamental breeding
principles or the interests of the Verband. Prior to passing of the resolution, the member is to be given the
opportunity of explaining himself in writing within an appropriate period. The member's statement is to be read
aloud at the meeting of the Board prior to passing of the resolution. The resolution on exclusion, including
reasons for the decision, is to be sent to the member by registered mail. The member has the right to appeal to
the dispute settlement body against the exclusion resolution passed by the Board. Termination of membership is
suspended pending outcome of the appeal. The appeal must be submitted to the Board in writing within one
month of receipt of the exclusion resolution. If the member does not exercise the right of appeal against the
exclusion resolution or misses the deadline for appeal, he/she thus accepts the exclusion resolution with the
consequence that membership is terminated. Re-admission to the Verband following exclusion is only possible
after a period of one year at the earliest, providing the excluded member can present facts indicating that the
reasons for exclusion no longer exist.

Should conditions according to A.3.1 of the Statutes cease to be valid for a member following acquisition of

membership as a Hannoveraner breeder, their membership will be transformed into a membership as a Hannoveraner

partner according to A.3.2 of the Statutes at the end of the financial year in which the conditions ceased to be valid. If

conditions for regular membership according to A.3.1 of the Statutes ensue subsequently in the case of a

Hannoveraner partner or a Young Breeder, their membership will be transformed into membership as a Hannoveraner

breeder according to A.3.1 of the Statutes upon fulfilment of the conditions. Simultaneously the provision applies that

the membership fee for membership as a Hannoveraner breeder is payable for the entire financial year. Fees already
paid will be taken into account.

A.6 Rights and Obligations
A.6.1. Rights and Obligations

Members of the Verband have, in particular, the following:

1 membership and participation in the Breeding Program,

1 eligibility for election to the organs and positions of the Verband, providing they are reqular members,

9 registration of their pure-bred breeding horses as well as their pure-bred progeny in the Main Section of the
Studbook of the breed, providing conditions for registration are fulfilled and the breeder participates in an
approved Breeding Program,

1 recording of their horses in an additional Section of the Studbook providing the Breeding Program provides for
an additional section,

1 issuing of animal breeding certificates for breeding horses that are participating in a Breeding Program of the
Verband,

T issuing of a written confirmation of registration for their horses that are registered in an additional section of
the Studbook

1 participation in performance tests and breeding evaluations according to the Breeding Program as well as

provision of the latest results of the performance tests and breeding evaluation of their breeding horses on
request and depending on availability,

free choice concerning selection and breeding match of their breeding horses,

exercise of ownership rights regarding their breeding horses,

access to all services made available by the Verband to the participating breeders within the scope of the
Breeding Program,
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participation in determining and further developing the Breeding Program according to the provisions set out in
the Statutes, providing they have been elected to the appropriate Committees,

the right to appeal to the dispute settlement body pursuant to A.7 against decisions made by the Verband
when executing the Statutes and the Breeding Program, if the rights of the member in question are personally
and directly concerned, as well as

accessing contracts and other agreements of the Verband with third parties at the Verband's Office, under strict
adherence to data protection law and providing such documents concern their personal breeding matters.

A.6.2. Obligations of Members
All members have, in particular, the following obligations:
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to adhere to the Statutes as well as the respective Breeding Programs of the Verband, to uphold the statutory
duty of allegiance to the Verband and not to do anything which violates the purpose of the Statutes and might
damage the authority of the Verband,

to present the registered horses and their progeny to bodies of the Verband and their representatives, provide
any information that serves to support breeding, as well as to provide access to inspect stud breeding
documents,

to carry out the evaluations required for implementation of the Breeding Program and to support its
implementation and, if necessary, to take part in the required performance tests with their animals and
participate in the measures determined by the Verband within scope of the Breeding Program.

to provide all necessary data truthfully, in the proper form and due time for implementation of the Breeding
Program. This obligation of the member in particular includes releasing - completely and free of charge - and
transferring performance and health data as well as data relating to covering, insemination and other
biotechnological measures, genomic information and breeding evaluation, as required for the Breeding Program
and keeping of the studbook.

to provide data, for example from veterinary examinations, so as to set up a database, and to provide genetic
material of the mares, stallions and foals in order to focus breeding work on the criteria complex “health” as
well as all other characteristics relevant for the breeding aim. Based on acknowledged scientific methods, this
data is processed for specific improvement of the criteria defined in the breeding aim.

to acquiesce to direct transmission of the pedigree test results from the testing laboratory to the Verband,

to ensure that identification of the foal takes place within the set period according to legal provisions,

to permit publication of any data relevant for breeding and relating to all horses which they have bred or
are/were in their ownership,

to pay contributions, fees and levies as stipulated by the society bodies,

to comply with livestock breeding directives and animal protection rights,

to keep themselves informed about genetic defects including suffering relevance as well as genetic
characteristics concerning the horse breed(s) bred by them,

to save all breeding-relevant documents for a period of at least 5 years.

A.6.3. Rights and Obligations of the Verband
The Verband is entitled and obliged to take any measures relevant for pursuing the purpose of the Verband.
Therefore, the Verband is in particular
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responsible for the proper implementation of the Breeding Programs in accordance with the Statutes, the
correct and complete recording of pedigree and performance data, proper keeping of the Studbook,
performance testing and breeding evaluation as well as legally correct identification of the horses registered in
its Studbooks.

obliged to comply with data protection regulations and only to pass on data to third parties if it is necessary for
the statutory execution of the Breeding Program H

Program
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